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VILLAGE PASTORS.

The old village pastor of New England
was ‘o man having authority.' His deacons
were under him, and not, as is now clten
the case, his tyranical rulers; and wheneves
bi¢ parishioners met him, they doffed their
hats, and said.  *Your reverence.  What
ever passed his lips was bob law and gos-
pel, and when too old and infirm 10 miniss
ter to his charge, he was not turned away,
like an old worn.out beast, to die of hunger
or 10 gather up, with failing  strength, the
conrse bit which might eke out a litle long
er his remaining days; but he was still treat-
el with all 1he delerence, and supported
with all the munificence, which was bes
lieved due 16 him whom they regarded as
*God's vicegerent upon ewrth.’ e deem-
el umself, and was considered by bis par-
ishioners, it not jnfalliable, ver something
spprosching it.  Jhose were indeed  the
davs of glury for New England cleigy.
men,

Pechaps, T am wrong.  ‘I'lie present pas.
tor, with fis more bumble mien and eoncils
intory toue, his closer application and  un-
aclivity, muy besina wider sphere, as tru-
Iy glorious an objestof contemplation. Mas
ny age tie toile, plane, and enlerprizes, ens
trusted 1o him, which in former days were
not permitted 1o inteifere with fha duues
exclusively appertaining 1o the holy  voea-
tion,  Yet, with ndded labors, the modern
pastor receives ucither sdded remuneration
nor adled hovors,  Perliaps a0 ie well, nay
pechaps itis better, but I am eonfident tha
il the old pastor could rewurn, and tike o
Lird'sseye view of the situstions of his suc-
vessgors, he wonld exelaim, ‘How has (he
glory departed from Israol, and how  haove
they cast down the sons of Lovi!!

I have been led w these reflectione by »
contemplation of the chiarueiers ol the  fiest
tiree oceupunts of the pulpitin my native
village,

Qur old pastor was settled, a8 all thon
1 can remember him
in hisdeclining years, yet even  then
he & lisle ang vigaraus old man.  Monored
and beloved By ol bis tlock, his lays pisse
el undisturbed by the storms and  tempests
whieh have sinee then so ofien  darkened
and diswrhed he theologiesl world,  Ze
opinions and creeds, handed dowa by lis
Pilgrim Ferliers, he carefully chenshed,
neithier silding thereto nor twking therzfiom
he indoetiinated the voung in all the mys
tecies of lus fuith with an updoubung beliel
in is infallishitiy,  There was much of
the patriarch in his look and muanner, and
this wos heightoped by the nature of lus
avocalions, tn which rural lshors were min
gied with clevical duties, Na firms weie
in better order than thut st (he  parsonoge,
no fields looked more (iriving,end no Mocks
were more profitsble than weea \ose of
the good elergy man, indeed, he sometimos
almost forgtit his spiritusl fiold, in the eyl
tivation of that which was wore earthy,

Oa Saswrday alieenoon the minisier whe
very bosily engaged in curing hay. s
goud wile bad observed that during the
week e had been unusually bouad up in
emparal s@aird wnd feared for the well be

ing of v floek s she saw ihathe eould not

were, [or hife. Hul

Wis

1

Lizeak iz earthily gpell even vaon this last

for hig return unti! finding him wholly lost at night, in behall of her family, She was
(0 o sense of his higher duties, she deemed troe o her duties as wife and mother but iy
it her duty to remind him of them.  So was from no higher motive than ke in°
away she went to the field and when in stine's which prompiihe fowls of the air
sight of theRevereod huymaker she seream 1o cherish their brools and tho' she perhaps
ed out *Me, W! Mr, W, did net believe that flabor was the end of
‘What? my dear.” Iife,” sull her conduct would kave given
birth 10 that supposition.

I had been {or some tims the youngesi
of the family, when a linle brother was
bort,  From that hout my mother never
knew perfect Kealth,  She had peviously
injured her constitution by wnmitgates toil
i now were the ofl 2ets 1o be more sen i-
bly lelt, She lived very many yeas but i
wag the lile of an invalid,

Reader! did you never hear af the ‘thirfy
vears' consumption!’ a disease a1 presen
unkvown in New England=for that scourge
ol our elimste will now eomplete in a few
moths the destruciion which it ook years
of desperate struggle to petlorm upon the
ranstitutions of our more hin]y ancestors
My mother was in this consumption—
the disorder which comes upon it vietim
[tke the surorean flashes in an articlo sky—
now vivid in its pure loveliness and tlien
ihroulded ina sombre gloom. Now we
hoped, nay, slmost believed ehe was to be
igain quite well and anon we watehed a-
cound a bed from which we feared she would

huy, tomorrow!’

This was s poser—Mr. W. dropped his
wke, and, 1epairing to his stody spent  the
ceat of the day in the preparation of food
wore meet for those who looked ko trusiful
Iy unio him for the bread of life.

His faithful eompanion was removed
from him and those who Knew ol his strong
and refined sitachmeont 1o her said  truly
when they prophesied that he would neves
marry again.

Ste left one son, (iheir only child.) a Sov
of noble feelings and superior intellect, and
his  fathet carefully edoented him  with
the fond wish that he would ope day suc
ceed him in the ssered office of & minisier
of God, He hoped indeed that e might
aven Gl the viry pulpit which he must w
some lime yaeate, and he praved that his
own life might be spared until this hope
were realized,

Endicott W. was also looked npan 2s
their futare psgtar by many of the gool
parishioners, and never did a more pure &acver arise,

gentle spirit take vpon himsell the task of|  T1 was sirange (o us, who lad always
preparing 1o a people in holy things.  Hefscen her so unremitting in her wilsomo la
was the belaved of his fmthier,the only child|bors, and so eareless in her exrposure to the
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heart was filled:  She wished (o share
his sympathy, ond receive his instrue-
tions; for she felt painfully couscions of
er extreme igncrance,

It was our pastor who first noficed ir
my little brother the indications of men
tsl superiority, and we felt them #
though the magiesl powers of some fo:
vored order of beings hud been Irans
ferred to one in our home eirele; and
we loved the little Winthrop (lor father
had named him for the old Governor)
with stronger and holier love than  we
iad previously felt for esch other,o@nd io
ihesa new fuelings how much was there
A bappinesst  Thoughi there was noaw
less healthy and of course lesa wealih,
nour home, yel thare was also more
aure joy

I have somelimes been oul upon the
barren hill side, and thought that there
was no pleasure in stand ng on a spo!
10 desolate, I have been again in 1he
wme bare place, and there wis a balmy
ador Inthe deliciovs air, which made it
bliss hut 1o inhale the fragrance,  Somn
spicy herb had earpeted the ground,snd
though 100 lowly and simple (o atiract
(he eye, yet the charm il threw sround
thescene, was not lest entrancing b
cause 80 viewless andl unoblusive. Such
was \he spell shied around our lowly
home by the presence of religion. |

who hud ever blessed him—for he had notjelements to wateh around her now—to
natried il late in life=& warm allections|shield her from  the elightesy breeze, or
which had been so tardily bestowed upon|lsmpness of the sir—to guutd her from
one of the gentler sex. were now  with anlintrusions, and relieve her from all care—to
unusual fervor lavished upon this image of| be slways reserving for her the warmest
her who was gone, plate by the fire=side, snd the choicest bi
When Endicote W. returned home, hav [of faode—to be ever ready 1o pillow bes
ng eompleted his swudies at the University [hrow—in short, 10 be never unconssious of
he was fo[“e%!Ell hj’ nur P{Ifi‘!ll to sottle as Lha presenee of th-pu!’- Our sleps grew
assaciate postor with his father, whose Qil |sofier, and our voices lower,and ilie siillness
ng steengih was unaquol 1o the tegular €is | of our manner had i1s infleence vpon our
tharge of his parachial duties. 1t wasin | minds, “Tle hush was upon one spirits,
leod o boautiful eight 10 see that old - man. | ¢hers o o0 surely he nothing so effectual,
with bending form and silvery locke, join |in pareying (he soul before its Muker, as
ng in the publio ministrations with  bir| fisease, It mny teuly be snid 1o every ane
vho enters the chiwmber of sicknees F'he
whereon thon  standest is  holy

i

]
vouug and gified son—ihe one with a sl
Expression of trusimg Lailizthe countenanes
plthe other beaming with enthusisam an
!

plune
wrouni,!

1ope My liwle brother was 1o us an sngel sem

Enticott was ambitions,  He longed w
see bisname placed 10 the bright coustella
ton of f4med theologians, andiho' he knea
that years must be spestin toil for the ai
tninment ol that objeet e was willing it
‘I'he
iight lemp constantly witnessed the  devo
riong of Eadieon ot the shirine
und the wasting form snd fadeil cheel, 1ol

irom heaven. e poussesaed a Lar more dels
oot framo wwd lofty intellees than any oth
sromembuer of tie Ganily, wnd Jis igh, pale
wwow, and briliiant eves, were deamed sniri

tokane of uncommon geaius Sy mother

whey should be thus devoted, mid

witehed soth plensure these ibications ol
aleny, ulthia’ the time hatd been when g pré-
lilection for literary porsuita would linve
bean tho'tinconsisient witl whe duties which

of sclenee;

the cominy fate of the wlatuated  worship
er.

wio were horn 1o fulfil,
We had alweys respected the learned

It was long before onr young pastar, his :
8 Rpastor, hisl oy (atented, with 4 feeling akin to the

aged fasher, und the idolizing people who

; veneration we lelt for the nhubitants of
were g0 proud of his talents, and speh

o he spirvunl world. They were f; W
mirers ol his virtues—it was lone ere hiese pieny s i !”‘- il
15, and we were content to how in rev
rence.  Our the’s had Lbeen vestiicted

to the narrow ecircle of every duy duties

cauld be made to believe he was dying, bu
Eindicoty W. departed from life, as & bright
clowd fades away ina noon duy  sky —for

hig calm exit was surrounded by all which nd our highest aspiralions were fo be

mukes o death bed glorions His aged fatli whmit'ed ot length, as speclators, to the
ar 8zl < The Lowd gave, and the Loed hath
taken nwavy blessew be the name of
Lord ' And thien Se wentagain before lus

Nock, and endeavared 0 reeandile shem o

glury ol material heaven, where streats
if gold and thrones of ivory form th
It was difle
With s nearer view of that

magnificence of the plage.
Fent now.
thelr losd, nnd l!l-tir‘ll!ﬁ agnin the eomfors hetter world 1o which my mother had

und blessings of the gospel, wosung  (hw

peeived her summons came also mars

hris steength would sull be spared unil one,
preparing, I be
résdy to wuke his plave.

alevited spuoitwal and Lliselul viras ol

whin was even then dhu e i
h a8 even ther 08 He gloiy & Il-*'ll«'!.ui. 1t was snother

heaver Tor she was onother being; ay

Shall Ligll you now of my own sheowould have béen willing et ans

It was a rude farm-house almost embower- moment to have resigned the exixtenes

home’
: |

el by nncient trees, which covared the siap [wheel she held by xo [rail a tenure, hu
|

ing Wil gide whero it wus stunied; and  00ie ot bevo for the sweet child  whiel

looked Lke an old pilgeim who bl crawled seemed 10 have Leen from 1ha
1Y + it biis ] 1.

into she thicket Lo rest bis Himbs and hide hrighter world 1o hasten and poepare hey

his poveriv, My porents nere tonling eare-

senl

! bt (for departure,
g ) el :
wurf; bl.‘m;; .l fnl rn : I;ar; ' '”i_‘" ¢ dgs ‘h"[ Our p.\slnr Was now a constant
s of thiz life, had slmost forgotien

comlotis ol ih ' ) g n ollanl Hitherio he had fonnd "-IJI' liprls
prepare for that which is to come. S L .

, to invile him 1o our hamble hahiation
irue, the outwarld ordmances of religion

; He hsd been recerved

were neglected; buf the spiity the leehing,

ihe interest—in short, all that is truly  des)
serving the name of piely, wanting.! e loved to dwell tovched vo ehord

Al (athet toiled, thro' he Surning liest of the heartof those whom he addresed
. ) . g .
summee and the bitiug frost o winter, for Bul now my mother was snxions 1

vis

with aws and
constraint, nd the topics upon whiel

Wihie

hi# loved ones, and wy mother ulso lubgyred pour inio his ear® gl Lthe new [ell =zt

[ s ail . Fi Lud and . " 1 . 1 §
day o the wees, Slie lvoked and in vain [rom g first dawn of doy il late i.uurlmenlu and emotons with which ]Ml

was with us'ihe exhslation from  lowly
plants. and (ke pure fragrance went up
(the more freely because they had hees
braised:  In our sicknes we had  joy
’m the present, and bright hopes for the
luture.

1 T PnTF deeided hat \\’;n'hfu:
!"alwuhi be 8 scholar.  Qur paster  said
it must be so, sndBadicollywho war
hut o few years older, assisted Lim i1
s studies. Tlu-j' were very much lo
gether, nnd excepting in their own tam
lies, byd no other companion, Ly
when my brother returned tiom  thy
pasto’s study with a fee radismt
with the glow ol vewly acquired knowle
pdge and @ heart overflow 1n 11s desirr
o impart lo others, he ususlly wenl 1c
his I""P' cuwosciated mother, lo give ven
1o lns sepsations of jrn,‘_ Aty came 10 M
fa bestow the boon of knowledga. 1 wa:
I had assisted

vear hua infeney, snd had been his won

he peareat in s,

sant companiog 1o childhood; and vow
our infercouse was ta be conlinged and
strengthened, amidst higher purposes
aud loftier feelivgs, I was the deposi
tary of all his hopes and fears, the sha
rer of sl Lis pluns for the future; and
hisaim wag then fo fullow in the fow
steprof Eoadicott W, 1{ he could only
he as pood, a8 kind, and Jearned; he
should think himself one of the Lest ol
mankind,

When Endicot became our pastor,
my brother waa ready ta enterCulleg
weiih a determination to consacrate hin
self to the same high ealling, 1t seem
o hardly ke reatity 1o ue, that ane ol
wie awn poor household wasto he an
wlueated man.  We fult hiteld up—not
with pride—for the {eeling which ele
valed us was \eo pura for 1het, but w
than we ha

1

steemed ourdelves hetier
el bern T fony Py wned st ove 1o he mor
worthy of the high gitt which kad beey,
|

westowed upon us, When my brothe

eft home, 11 was with the koowledg:
hist seli denial was ‘o be praciiced, fo
“ie mike by thase wha remain=d; by
1o also kncw that it was 1o be willing!y
Sull i Wi

LAy ,Jl'rllr}il dy periormed, 8§

not know af/.  Even things that herel

fore in cur pover'y, we had desmed)

T ———

Ty,
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my heart was its own reward; and nev-
v have I regretted an effort or & sucri-
fice made them. It was & discipline )ike
he refiner’s fire, and but for my broth.
ar I should not have been even ag with
Ul my imperfections | trust I am now,

My brother returned from col'ege as
he bright sun of Endicott W?s brief
career was low in the weslern sky, He
had inteaded to study with him for the
same vocation—and with him he did
prepire, O there eould have been no
more fitting place to imbae the mind
with the wisdom that cometh from
bove,than the sick room at our pastor’s
“I'lie chamber whers the good man  meeis

his fate,
I3 privileged beyond the common walks of
hife;’
ind Zudicot’s was like the shelier of
some bright spirit from the other world
who, for the sake of those about him
wag delaying for a whi'e his return 1lo
the home above,

My brother wes with him in his la-
‘st hours, and received as adying be
fuest the charge ol his people.The par
ish also were anxious that he should be
Endicott’s euccessor; and in the poce
requeated for further preparation our
old pastor returned Lo his pulpit,

But he had overrated his vowers and,
hegides, he was growing blind: It was
indeed said, that, nolwithstanding his
calmness in the presence of others he
lhad in secrel wept his sight away, and
that while o ghmmer of it remainea
the curtain of his window, which over-
looked the graveyard had npever been
drawn. He ceased Lis but
emporary subsiitute was casily found;
‘ory 88 old Deacons S, remarked. Tnere
ire many ministers now. who are glad

labors,

o go oat 1o day's lahor,

My mothier hal prayed that strengi
night be impazied to her loeble Lume,
0 retdin its rejoicing 1ohabitant wnt
e could see her son a more so1ive
orer in the Lord's vineyard; fand the
aid she, T can depart 10 peses.’ Fo
years she had hoped  the time wonld

la

‘ome, but dared vot hope 1o see it. Bu
ife was graciously spared, and the day
vliich was to sce him set apoart @8 pee
carniarly a servant ol his God, dawned
ipon her in better heal:th than ehie had
konown for years,  Perbapsit way the
alad spivivwhich imparted 118 recewing
glow o the worn bedy, but she wen
with as that day ftothe scrvice of ordi

nwtion.  ‘The old ehureh wes thronged
and s the expression of thankfulness
weat up from the preacher’s lips, that
one so worthy was then to be dedicates
‘o His service, my own heart was sub
lued by the solemn joy thal he was
one of ue, DMy own soul was poured
wit i all the exercises; but when the
charge was given, there was 850 an aw:
upon il the rest,

Our aged pastar had been led into
wia pulpity bt he might perform this
aremony ; and swhen He grose wih his
dlvery locks, thined even since he
Aaod there sty dnd ralsed his Ng'llleu
cyes 1o heaven, I [reely wept.  Hi
wad i that pulpit where e had  stood

[#0 mopy years, 1o wurn Lo goide, and
o eotisole ) and [.rt:hal;lr each Damiliae
[lace wag then prosepted to his imag)
Ha wis whiare his dear depar -
e mingster i

|I.!l .

ed son had exereised

functiond, ad the vame part ol servics

wiiich lie had partovoed a o ording

fian, he wag to enact again for s sye |f

HEROT The blind old man rargsd his

wl'!-‘allr'-gl'l:lh"-, and bapd it ipon  th

essential 10 comfnrt, were now resigne
We did no! even permit aur mather 1
know how differently tha tabla was
«pread for her than  for our own frugal
repast.  Neither was she
late and painfullyl 1oiled 1o prevent the
fiire of ndditional service upon our little

The yoy ia the seeret depilis of

aware how

farm,

[head o the yeung randidates and as the

]
wemor e ol the pEsl rame rushing avep
L]

himy, he burel forth in & &8irain ol heart

stirring eloquence,  There  was not #

My desr brother was setiled for five
years and as we departed from the
chureh, 1 heard Descon S, exclaim, in
his bitterness against modern degenera-
ey in spiritusl things, that ‘the old
pastor was settled fur life.” ‘So 1s the
new one,’ said a low vuice in reply;
and for the first time the iles was pre-
sented lomy mind that Winithrop was
to he, like Eodicott W., eneof the ear.
ly called.

But the impression departed in my
conatant, intercourse with him in his
home—for our lowly dwelling was
still the sbode of the pew pastor.  Ile
would never remove from it while his
mother lived, and an apartment waspre~
pared for him adjoining hers. They
were pleasant rooms, for during thefew
past years he had done mush 10 beautily
the place, and the shrubs which he had
planted were already at their growth,
The thek vines also which had strog-
gled over the building, were now graca
fully twined sround the windows, and
some of the old trees cut down, that
we might he allowed a prospect: Suill
all that could eonduce to beauty was re.
tained; and 1 have slwaysthought how
easilv and cheaply the volary of tiue
tasta ean enjoy its pleasures,
Winthrop was pow so constantly sc-
tive and cheerful, (hat T could not
think of death connected  with lLim,
But T knew that  he was feelilo, and
cherished him, as 1 had done when
he was buta littie chilil,,  Though in
these respects his guardian, inothers [

was his pupil. I eat before him asMa-

Moy did ot ihe Messial's feet, anl glads

Iy received his instructions,
went out with him in all (he various
functions of his calliog, I often went
with him 1o the bed side of (he sick,
il to the habitations of the wretelied,
None koew better than he did, how 1o
siill the throbnings of the wiung heart
ind adminisier consolation.

I was present wlso when, for the firal

My heart

(ime, e sprinkled an infsnt’s brow
with the walers of conseeration; and
when he had blessed the babe he pray.
adl that we might all  bhecome a4
hat lintle ehild- 1t was with him foo
when forthe fiat time hejoined in holy
hands those whomnone but God should

EVEN

sver pul sseunder, and and if the res
membrance of the fervent position
which went up for them, has dwell as
vividly in 1t r hearts ag it has in mine,
hat prayer must have had a holy foflu-
ince upon their lives,

[ have said I remember his (sl
haptism and weddiog; but  none
were present will forget his first fune.
ral, 11 was our mother’s, She had
lived so much beyond our expeciations,
ind been so graciously permitied 1o
witnegs the fulfilment of her desrest
hope, that when a1 length the epirit
winged its flight, we all joined in the

who

hanks giving which went from

he lips of her latest born, that she had

tp

lieen !pnt(‘d so long,

It was a besutiful Sabbath—that dyy ap-

pointed for her funersl=botin the morns

ng B maskenper came 1o el that the
derpymin whom we expecied was taken
suddenty iF What could be
Add paxtor was then confined to his bed, and

us
(hir

done!

i this dav all else were engaged, will

*\-rl'nfﬂ'l thie servien ||1}'m-ll,'sfud \\'ullhru['.

I ahall veen be bappy 10 4lo iy’

N said L fvon are frebleg il ale
Fady spant wath study and watctitng. It
nual not be so.!

3 nst shempt 1o diseuade me, st
1€ ”'i""""' CPhere will be muny e wils
pea the interment of her who has hovered
1pnn the beinkof the grave so long, avd has

almagt every incident of her life, from my
vory hirth, been a texi from which impors

tearless eye in the vast congregstion,and]
the rememberance of the  hour hadj;
influgnce vpon

-

doubiless a hallowing

ihe young pastor’s hife.

h

gat lessons may be drswn!'  And ihenfix-
ng s large mild eyes (il vpon me, us
hosgh hie would utter a truih which  duly
orbade him longer to suppress, ke added,



